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self a general blessing to mankind; and that as such
these generous and beneficent beings single out
them (the magicians) as the proper instruments of
their kindness to their fellow-creatures; and that
they even could not act, at leatst not so fully and
effectually, without them.

That therefore it is, those superior beings are
pleased to converse with these magicians, and com-
municate to them a superior knowledge of things,
making them useful to mankind, and giving them
a reputation for their wisdom, that so the distressed
people may apply to them for assistance, direction,
and counsel.

But then the second question is, how do they
converse with them, by what means do those good
spirits come to know when the magician has any-
thing to be assisted in, and in what manner do they
claim or desire their assistance ? Now the difficulty
of this question raises a doubt almost unanswerable
against the truth of the magician's answer to the
first.

They tell us they converse with the good spirits
of the invisible world: that they would have us take
as a first principle, a postulatum that should be
granted ; though it is pretty much to ask too : but
to oblige them as far as with any colour of common
sense can be done, let us suppose it, though I can
by no means grant it.

But how then is it managed ? How is this con-
verse carried on ? In a word, how do they come
together ? It must be either,

1.  By the magicians applying to these spirits for
advice when they want it.

2.  Or by the spirits officiously coming to them
upon such occasions, of their own mere goodness.

3.  Or those good spirits must be always present,
and to be seen, spoken to, and conversed with, with-
out calling, or without seeking to be called.
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